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Executive Summary

The Mississippi Of fice of Hi ghway Feadéra highway baty §rant a d mi n i
program in accordance with the provisions and all amendments of the Highway Safety Act of 1966. This

2021 Annual Report documents the use of grant funding administered by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) for Federal funds available under the Section 402 State and Community Highway

Safety grant program and the Section 405 National Priority Safety Program of the Federal transportation bill

and the Fixing Americabds Sur Thafumls awvarded to the MOHS tiniFederal ( FAST)
Fiscal Year (FFY) 2021 included:

1 Section 402-General Traffic Safety

1 Section 154-Open Container Funds

1 Section 405b-Occupant Protection Funds
i1 Section 405c-Traffic Records Funds

1  Section 405d-Impaired Driving Funds

At the MOHS, we take our responsibilities of saving lives seriously. We administer federally funded

programs aimed at reducing traffic fatalities, traffic injuries and the associated economic losses from property

damage crashes in the state. These funds support the Mississippi Highway Safety programs for Impaired

Driving, Occupant Protection, Child Passenger Restraint, Police Traffic Services, Public Information &
Education, Traffic Records, Dr i v eSafety, Yautth,uaodaRlahning and Pai d M
Administration.

The 2021 Annual Report reviews the yearly progress on implementing the FFY2021 Highway Safety Plan

and highlights our successes toward many of the MOHS goals and performance targets. The report provides

detailed descriptions of goals based on national standards, achievements in performance measures and

strategies for each of the program areas. Mississippi will continue i ncr easi ng t he publ i cd
perception, and understanding of traffic safety issues. We are well- pleased of the M O H Sefforts to minimize

t he s fatalities. Mssissippi still has a lot of work to do to drive down fatalities and injuries. Overall traffic

fatalities increased from 643 in 2019 to 752 in 2020.

The MOHS was successful in the following achievements during FFY2021 and have a lot of planning and
educating to do on keeping our roads safe:

1 The number of fatalities involving driver or motorcycle fatalities involving driver or motorcycle operator
with.08 BAC or above fatalities decreased from 166 in 2019 to 162 in 2020.

1 The number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities decreased from 275 in 2019 to 229 in
2020.

1 Observed seatbelt usage increased from 79.4% in 2019 to 80.0% in 2020.

ES2
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We remain committed to serving Mississippi through best practices, data driven approaches and evidenced
based programs to continue the successes of the MOHS program. Our support of law enforcement agencies,
non-profit partners, and state and local partners will continue to grow while meeting joint goals of reducing
fatalities, decreasing injuries and crashes on the Mississippi roadways.

| want to thank our Commissioner, Sean Tindeland Governor 6s Repr esemwithaotiri ve Ra\
staff, state leaders, partners, and sub-grantees for working with us to achieve our goal of reducing injuries
and fatalities on Mississippib6s roadways.

Helen Porter, Office Director Mississippi Office of Highway yafe

ES3
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2021 MOHS ORGANIZATION CHART

The Mississippi Office of Highway Safety (MOHS) is managed by the Mississippi Department of Public Safety and the Division of Public Safety
Planning. MOHS is located within the Division of Public Safety Planning office. The chart above shows the last approved organizational chart

submitted by the MOHS to NHTSA.
FY21 MS Office of Highway Safety Organizational Chart
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MOHS MISSION STATEMENT AND MISSION
GOAL

The mission of the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety is to encourage and
assist state and local agencies, institutions and the private sector in establishing
or expanding cooperative highway safety programs based on specifically
identified traffic safety problems.

MISSISSIPPI
Office of Highway Safety

The overall goal is to reduce traffic crashes which result in death, injury, and economic loss in the state. In
order to accomplish this goal, activities are carried out in the areas of alcohol/drug countermeasures and
police traffic services that include speed, occupant protection, traffic records, roadway safety and motorcycle
safety (funded through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration [NHTSA]).

2021 Mississippi Legislation

2021 MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

During the 2021 Mississippi legislative session there were thirteen (13) House Bills and nine (9) Senate Bills
presented to the legislative committees

2021 LEGISLATIVE BILLS PASSED

The following bills were passed through both the House of Representative and Senate and then presented to
the Governor for signature. The following are the bills that were passed:

Senate Bills:

U SB 2119: Pseudoephedrine and ephedrine; authorize sales and purchase of certain products
containing without a prescription.

U0 SB2253:Concealed carry weapons to permit; combi ne

card.
0 SB2294 Vet erands Drivero6s License Designation;
U SB 2435: Alcoholic beverages; revise various provisions relating to distilleries.

U SB2474: Department of Health; allow charges between agencies for services provided under
the medical marijuana program.

U SB2598: Department of Public Safety; revise licensing

0SB 2788: Radar speed detection; revise provisions concerning use by Highway Patrol and
municipal law enforcement in certain cities.

U SB2807: Alcoholic beverages; restore provision restricting areas in which manufacture, sale and
distribution are authorized.

0 SB2809: Public records; extend repealer on provision requiring public access to records.

al

Wi

ow
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House Bills:

HB119:Har per sd® Grace Law; extend repealer on authori
(CBD oil) for medical purposes.

HB 277: Tribal identification cards; recognize as legal means of personal identification.
HB 512: ABC agents/inspectors; revise certain provisions regarding powers of

HB 519: Motor vehicle license tags; remove requirement for apportioned vehicles to have decal
with expiration month/year on tag.

HB550:l nt er medi ate driverods | icense; del ete all ref e

HB551:Dri verds |l icense; require Department of Public
document of MDOC to suffice for

HB 631: Law enforcement; allow off-duty use of official vehicles while performing security
services in off-duty hours.

HB 886: Law enforcement officers; exempt from concealed firearms permit fees and renewal
fees

HB 945: Light wine, beer, and light spirit product; revise number of qualified electors required to
petition for election to prohibit or authorize

HB 1034: Uniform Controlled Substance Act; revise schedules.

HB 1091: Light wine, light spirit product and beer; authorize microbreweries and revise various
sections of law.

HB 1135: Alcoholic beverages; create delivery service permit.

HB 1195: Electric bicycles; regulate
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Mississippi Safety Partners

The Mississippi Safety Partners listed below, include Government agencies (Federal and State), program
stakeholders, community partners that are involved in safety issues, public information, law enforcement and
training for the State of Mississippi. These partners are vital to the success of the MOHS traffic safety
program in reducing fatalities, injuries, and crashes. In FY21, partners participated in the strategic planning
and implementation of highway safety programs listed within the Highway Safety Plan, 2021 Annual Report
and made the FY21 grant year a success and helped reduce fatalities and injuries on state roadways. This is
a small listing of all the partners that are involved and partner with the MOHS.

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Mississippi Law Enforcement Agencies

Federal Highway Administration National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Jackson State University Governor 6s HiAgshomioy S
Mississippi Legislators State Traffic Records Coordinating Committee

Mississippi Association of Chiefs of Police Mississippi State University
Mississippi Social Science Research Center
MOHS Staff Members
Oxford Police Department-Mississippi Law
Enforcement Training Division

Mi ssi ssippi Sherif
Mississippi Department of Transportation
Mississippi Department of Health
Mississippi Department of Mental Health
Mississippi Department of Public Safety
Mississippi Highway Patrol
Mi ssi ssippi Attorne
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Table 1 FFY21 Statistical Progress

18,932 15,351 13,776 10,315 12,124 14,100
8,015 6,314 5,552 5,292 6,665 6,368
13,762 12,371 11,323 20,802 23,843 16,420

Source: NHTSA STSI Data provided November 17, 2021. *

MOHS State level data Grant Funded Data, December 3, 2021.
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2021 Core Performance Measures

The MOHS is working diligently with partner agencies, hosting virtual strategic planning meetings, and creating action plans to reach core outcome
and behavior measures for FY21 and FY22. The reduction of law enforcement within the Mississippi Highway Patrol and local agencies and the
COVID-19 pandemic has caused major challenges that the overall program faced in FY21 which limited participation by agencies in our law
enforcement safety Planned Activities.

During FY2021 the COVID-19 pandemic continued to influence performance measures as well as data release. 2020 FARS data will not be released
until after the December 29t, 2021, deadline for MOHS Annual Report. The FY2020 FARS data used to assess achievement of performance target
were developed by The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA)*.

FY2016-2021 seatbelt survey data is final. Targets are set in the Highway Safety Plan to be reached within end of the calendar Year 2021; which will
be represented by 2020 FARS data*; 2021 data will not be final until the early part of 2022.

Progress in Achieving Performance Targets

Outside of the core behavior measure for observed seat belt use, only preliminary fatality data were available to determine if performance targets
identified in the FFY 2021 HSP will be met. At the time of this report, it appears Mississippi will meet 6 of the 11 targets set for FFY 2021 (Table 2).
When the FFY 2021 targets were set using the five-year rolling average from 2015-2019 fatalities were trending downwards, thus aggressive
downward targets were set for FFY 2021. Moving forward, the MOHS began adjusting the targets in the most recent FFY 2022 HSP using the five-
year rolling averages from 2016-2020. With incorporation of this new data set in upcoming HSPs, the MOHS believes more targets will be met
moving forward.

The MOHS has made great strides in recent years increasing the observed seat belt rate and reducing impaired driving fatalities. Moving forward, the
MOHS will continue to encourage increased participation in high-visibility evidence-based occupant protection, impaired driving, and speed
enforcement by agencies across the state during COVID-19. Plans are also underway for increased education and communication efforts with
existing and new stakeholders and contractors to reach a greater audience across the state on safe driving behaviors. With these continued and
enhanced efforts, the MOHS believes additional future performance targets will be met.
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Table2 Preliminary2021Highway Safety Progress Report
20177 2021 Target FY21 Percent 2020 Target
2021 Average HSP 2021Target Met Difference Met
C1. Core Outcomes Measured Fatalities* 720 692.4 685
C2. Core Outcome Measured Number of Serious Injuries 3264 1926 2178
C3. Core Outcome Measured Fatalities/100 MVMT N/A N/A 1.69
C4. Core Outcome Measured Number of unrestrained 228 264.6 333
passenger vehicle occupant fatalities, all seating positions
C5. Core Outcome Measured Number of fatalities involving 140 158.2 166
driver or motorcycle fatalities involving driver or motorcycle
operator with .08 BAC or above
C6. Core Outcome Measured Number of speeding-related | 112 93 87
fatalities*
C7. Core Outcome Measured Number of motorcyclist 36 43.6 43
fatalities*
C8. Core Outcome Measured Number of un-helmeted 2 7 7
motorcyclist fatalities
C9. Core Outcome Measured Number of drivers age 20 or 44 78.2 90
younger involved in fatal crashes
C10. Core Outcome Measured Number of pedestrian 83 82.8 73
fatalities*
C11. Core Outcome Measured Number of bicycle fatalities* | 11 8 6

PLEASE NOTE: All 2021 data are preliminary and subject to further changes; therefore, this data is used only in this section. The Annual Report is a public document that will be available
online. For this reason, the MOHS did not want preliminary data being quoted or used for another purpose before being finalized. For the most recent data contact the MOHS.
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C-1 Core Outcome Measure/Number of Traffi€atalities (FARS)

To slow the expected increase of the total fatalities-five-year average from 664 fatalities (2014-2018) to 685
fatalities-five-year average (2017-2021) by the end of December 31, 2021.

Fatalities increased from 642 in 2019 calendar year to 752 in 2020. The five-year average (20161 2020) was
higher at 686 fatalities, which is over the target of 685 for the end of 2020. (Target Not Met)

*MOHS will continue doing quarterly evaluations on performance measures, reaching out to agencies,
scheduling conference calls to discuss how we can work towards meeting target goals and making public
awareness on safe driving behaviors*

Figure 1 C-1 Number of Fatalities (FARS)

752

20186 2017 2018 2019 2020

—e— SyrAva Actual Target

Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.

G-2 Core Outcome Measure/Serious Injury
To continue with the expected decrease of serious injuries from 664.8 injuries-five-year average (2014-2018)

to 661 serious injuries-five-year average (2017-2021) by the end of December 31, 2021. Note that this goal
factors in the new definition of injuries being collected since September 30, 2019.

Serious traffic injuries increased from 1577 in 2019 to 3616 in 2020. This dramatic increase is at least partly
due to a change in recording serious injuries that includes a greater number of injuries (the change is
reflected in only part of the 2019 year). The five-year average (2016-2020) is 1417.8, which is less than the
target of 2178. MOHS will continue to promote the importance of wearing seatbelts as it does help to avoid
injuries in auto accidents. (Target Met)
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Figure 2 C-2 Serious Injury (State Data)

4000

3616

3000

2000

1000

627
6478 Chelope:s =
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

— — SYT AVG Actual Target

Source: Mississippi Office of Highway Safety. Accessed December 10, 2021.

C-3 Core Outcome Measure/Fatality Rate
To slow the projected increase in fatality rate from 1.65 fatalities/100M VMT -five-year average (2014-2018)

to 1.69 fatalities/100M VMT-five-year average (2017-2021) by the end of December 31, 2021.

The fatality rate increased from 1.56 in 2019 to 2.06 in 2020. This increase caused the five-year average of
fatalities/100 MVMT for 201671 2020 to rise above the target 1.69 fatalities/100 MVMT. (Target Not Met).

*MOHS will continue doing quarterly evaluations on performance measures, reaching out to agencies,
scheduling conference calls to discuss how we can work towards meeting target goals and making public
awareness on safe driving behaviors*

Figure 3 C-3 Fatality Rate (FARS)

22

2.06

1.69 1.68
1.6 —m —— 1.64
1.6 | @
1.4
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

— — ST AVD Actual Target

Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.
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C-4 Core Outcome Measure/Unrestrained Passengers

To decrease the expected rise in the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all
seating positions form the five-year average (2014-2018) of 295 to 333 by the end of 2017-2021.

The number of unrestrained fatalities decreased from 275 in 2019 to 229 in 2020. The latest five-year
average (2016-2020) is 278, which is below the target five-year average of 333. (Target Met)

Figure 4 C-4 Unrestrained Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.

C-5 Core Outcome Measure/Alcohol and Other Drugs

To decrease the number of fatalities in crashes involving a driver or motorcycle operator with a BAC of .08 or
above by 1% of the five-year average (2014-2018) of 159 to 166 by the end of (2017-2021).

There was a decrease in impaired driving fatalities from 166 in 2019 to 162 in 2020. Additionally, the five-
year average (2016-2020) of 160 is below the goal of 166. (Target Met)

Figure 5 C-5 Alcohol-Impaired Driving Fatalities (BAC =.08+)
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.
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C-6 Core Outcome Measure/Speed

To decrease the number of speeding related fatalities by 5% from the five year average (2014-2018) of 76 to
87 by the end of (2017-2021).

2020 STSI data shows that the number of speed related fatalities increased from 120 in 2019 to 126 in 2020.
The MOHS met the five-year average goal of 87, recording 87 fatalities on average 2016-2020. (Target Met)

Figure 6 C-6 Speeding Related Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.

C-7 Core Outcome Measure/Motorcycles

To decrease the expected rise of motorcycle fatalities from the five year average (2014-2018) of 42 to 43 by
the end of (2017-2021).

The 2020 STSI data shows an increase in motorcycle fatalities from 40 in 2019 to 62 in 2020. The five-year
average (2016-2020) of 46 is above the target of 43. (Target Not Met)

*MOHS will continue working on goals to meet performance measures, reaching out to agencies, collecting
data to help set performance targets, and implement a program on making public awareness of safe driving
behaviors*
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Figure 7 C-7 Motorcyclist Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.

C-8 Core Outcome Measure/ Unhelmet Motorcyclists

To maintain the number of un-helmeted motorcycle fatalities of the five-year average (2014-2018) of 7 by the
end of (2017-2021).

The 2020 STSI data shows that the un-helmet fatalities increased from 5 in 2019 to 15 in 2020. This increase
in un-helmeted motorcycle fatalities contributed to the 20161 2020 rate of 8 exceeding the goal of 7. The
MOHS continues to watch this priority area and will be working on implementing a program to meet our
target goal in FY22. (Target Not Met)

*MOHS will continue working on goals to meet performance measures, reaching out to agencies, collecting
data to help set performance targets, and implement a program on making public awareness of safe driving
behaviors*

Figure 8 C-8 Unhelmet Motorcycle Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.
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C-9 Core Outcome Measure/Under 21

To maintain the number of under the age of 21 drivers in fatal crashes from the five-year average of 90
(2014-2018) by the end of (2017-2021).

The 2020 STSI data shows that the fatalities for persons aged 21 and under increased from 73 in 2019 to
100 in 2020. The five-year average of 2016-2020 was 87, which is below the goal of 90. (Target Met)

Figure 9 C-9 Under 21 Years of Age Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.

C-10 Core Outcome Measure/Pedestrians

Reduce the expected rise of the number of pedestrian fatalities of the five year average (2014-2018) of 67 to 73
by the end of (2017-2021).

The 2020 STSI data shows that pedestrian fatalities increased from 65 in 2019 to 106 in 2020. The MOHS
reported a five-year average (2017-2020) of 78 which is above the target of 73. MOHS will continue to watch
this priority area and will be working on implementing a program to meet our target goal in FY22 (Target Not
Met)

*MOHS will continue reaching out to agencies on educating the public and making them aware of
pedestrians and safe driving behaviors as well as discuss how we can work towards meeting target goals*
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Figure 10 C-10 Pedestrian Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021.

C-11 Core Outcome Measure/Bicyclists

Maintain the number of bicycle fatalities of the five-year average (2014-2018) of 6 fatalities by the end of 2017-
2021.

The 2020 STSI data indicated the number of bicycle fatalities increased from 8 fatalities in 2019 to 9 in 2020.
The five-year average (20161 2020) of 7 exceeded the goal of 6. MOHS continues to watch this priority area
and will be working on implementing a program to meet our target goal in FY22 (Target Not Met)

* MOHS will continue working on goals to meet performance measures, reaching out to agencies, collecting
data to help set performance targets, and implement a program on making public awareness of safe driving
behaviors*

Figure 11 C-11 Bicycle and Other Cyclist Fatalities
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Source: NHTSA STSI. Accessed November 17, 2021
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2021 Core Behavior Measure

B-1 Percent Observed Belt Use for Passenger Vehicles
To increase the statewide observed seatbelt use of front seat outboard occupants in passenger vehicles

from the five-year average (2015-2019) of 79.4% to 80.28% by the end of 2017-2021.

Seat belt usage increased from 79.4% in 2020 percent 80.0% in 2021. The MOHS did not increase the
usage rate beyond the goal of 80.3% for the five-year average with 79.78% usage on average in 2017-2021.
MOHS will continue to stress that seatbelts are an effective safety tool that not only save lives, but also
significantly reduces the severity of the injury that a vehicle occupant may have sustained if they were not
wearing the device. (Target Not Met)

*MOHS will continue to make the public aware of the safety of wearing seatbelts through our CIOT campaign
as well as reaching out through social media, radio, and billboards*

Figure 12 B-1 Percent Observed Belt Use for Passenger Vehicles
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Source: Mississippi Office of Highway Safety. Accessed December 13, 2021

2021 CORE ACTIVITY MEASURE

A-1 Core Activity Measure/ Seat belts

To increase the number of seatbelt citations and child restraint citations issued during grant funded law
enforcement activities for the five-year average of 17,274 (2016-2020) to the target of 17,592. This target is
based on prior rolling five-year averages.

The 2021 grant funded citation data reflects an increase of seat belt citations from 10,315 in 2020 to 12,124
in 2021. MOHS was unable to meet the 5-year average goal of 17,592 by the end of FY21. The five-year
average for years (2017-2021) was 14,100 seat belt citations. MOHS will continue to promote the importance
of wearing seatbelts to save lives, through social media, radio, and education. (Target Not Met) *MOHS was
not able to meet the target due to the COVID-19 and sub-grantee short staffed*
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*MOHS will continue to make the public aware of the safety of wearing seatbelts through our CIOT campaign
as well as reaching out through social media, radio, and billboards*

Figure 13 A-1 Grant Funded Citations for Seat Belts
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Source:  Mississippi Office of Highway Safety. Accessed December 20, 2020.

A-2 Core Activity Measure/ Impaired Driving
To increase the number of impaired driving citations issued during grant funded enforcement activities during
the five-year average (2016-2020) of 7,605 by 2% to 7,757 by the end of 2017-2021

The 2021 grant funded citation data reflects an increase of impaired driving citations from 5,292 in 2020 to
6665 in 2021. The MOHS was unable to meet the 5-year average goal of 7,757 by the end of FY21. The five-
year average for years (2017-2021) was 6,368 impaired driving citations. MOHS will continue to educate
drivers through social media, radio, and education the importance of not driving under the influence to save
lives. (Target Not Met) *MOHS was not able to meet the target due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
agencies were short staffed*

*MOHS will continue to make the public aware of the importance of not drinking and driving through our
DSGPO campaigns as well as reaching out through social media, radio, and billboards*
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Figure 14 A-2 Grant Funded Citations for Impaired Driving
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Source:  Mississippi Office of Highway Safety. Accessed December 20, 2020.

A-3 Core Activity Measure/ Speed

To increase the number of speed citations issued during grant funded activities for the five-year average of
22,179 (2014-2018) to the target of 23,049.

The 2021 grant funded citation data reflects a substantive increase of speed citations from 20,802 in 2020 to
23,843 in 2021. The MOHS was unable to meet the 5-year average goal of 23,049 for FY21, with a total of
16,420 average for five years (2017-2021). (Target Not Met) *MOHS was not able to meet the target due
to the COVID-19 pandemic*

*MOHS will continue to educate the public on the importance of not speeding and safe driving behavior
through our PI&E grants*

Figure 15 A-3 Grant Funded Citations for Speeding
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Source: Mississippi Office of Highway Safety. Accessed December 3, 2021
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MOHS OUTCOMES MEASURES
MOHS Outcome Measure/Teen Alcohol

To Reduce alcohol related fatalities in drivers under 21 years old by 4% from the year average (2014-2018)
of 14 to 15 by the end of (2017-2021).

Teen alcohol fatalities decreased from 9 in 2019 to 0 in 2020*. The five-year average (2016-2020) was 9,
which is less than the target of 15. (Target Met)

Figure 16 Alcohol Related of 161 20-Year-Old Drivers
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Source: *2020 data comes from MOHS state data because complete FARS data has not yet been released.
December 14, 2021

MOHS Outcome Measure/Teen Seat Belts

To maintain the number of unrestrained fatalities from 16-20 year old drivers during the five year average
(2014-2018) of 36 by the end of 2017-2021

Teen unrestrained fatalities decreased from 33 in 2019 to 29 in 2020. The five-year average from 2016-2020
was 33, which is the less than the target 36. (Target Met)
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Figure 17 Seat Belt Related Fatalities of 16-20-YEAR-OLD Drivers

Source: MOHS State data accessed December 14, 2021.

MOHS Outcome Measure/Teen Speed
To continue with the expected decrease of speed related fatalities among 16-20-year-old drivers and
passengers from the five-year average (2013-2017) of 14 to 8 by the end of 2016-2020.

Teen speeding fatalities decreased from 17 in 2019 to 10 in 2020. The five-year average from 2016-2020
was 10 and was above the target of 8. MOHS will continue to educate teen drivers through social media,
radio, and education. (Target Not Met)

*MOHS will continue to reach out and educate the young drivers on the importance of not speeding and safe
driving awareness through our PI&E grants and campaigns*

Figure 18 Speed Related Fatalities of 161 20-Year-Old Drivers

Source: MOHS State data accessed December 14, 2021.
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